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	Prelude

	
	

	Welcome


	
	Liturgist

	Responsive Call to Worship
	
	Liturgist

	L: How joyful it is, to celebrate the good news of God’s love!
C: We are called to be Easter people!

L: Darkness cannot claim us!
C: Fear cannot bind us!

L: Christ is risen!
C: Christ is risen, indeed!  Amen!

	Children’s Moment

	
	Nancy Griffin

	Special Music

	
	

	Apostles Creed
	
	Liturgist

	          I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

	Gloria


	
	Pianist

	Responsive Reading: Psalm 22:25-31
	Liturgist

	L:  From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will pay before those who fear him.
C: The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the LORD. May your hearts live forever!
L: All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; and all the families of the nations shall worship before him. (CONTINUED)
C: For dominion belongs to the LORD, and he rules over the nations.
L: To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, and I shall live for him.
C: Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord, and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that he has done it.

	Special Music


	
	

	Scripture: 1 John 4:7-21
	Liturgist

	          7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.

          13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.

          God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.

          19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister.


	Sermon


	
	Rev. Dan Elmore

	Invitation, Confession, and Pardon


	Rev. Dan Elmore

	          Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



	The Great Thanksgiving
	Rev. Dan Elmore

	L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
C: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
C: Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us. Grant that we would go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

	Offering & Announcements


	
	Rev. Dan Elmore

	Special Music


	
	

	Benediction: Unison Reading
	Rev. Dan Elmore

	          May the God who raised Jesus from the dead grant you grace, the Son who gave his life for you give you peace, and the Spirit who is with you day by day, inspire you to greater service both now and forever more. Amen.

	Special Music
	“Shalom”
	Richard Winfree
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